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How to use the answers / How to grow a seed

How to use the answers
•

This section provides answers to all the questions in the Year 2 Pupil Book.

•

The answers provided throughout this section are intended as a guide
only. You will need to use your own judgement to decide whether the
answers pupils have given are correct.

•

Answers preceded by “E.g.” require pupils to give their own interpretation
of the information contained in the text or to offer their own opinions.
Alternative answers should be accepted as long as pupils can justify their
answers and explain their reasoning.

•

Encourage pupils to answer all the questions using full sentences, and to
think carefully about spelling, punctuation and grammar. Pupils who are
struggling should be allowed to complete the activities using one word
answers. You can also use the suggestions in the blue boxes at the start
of each section to give pupils extra support.

How to grow a seed — Page 2

2

How to grow a seed
Make sure
you water it.

If pupils are struggling, encourage them to describe what is
happening in the pictures before answering the questions.

Put the plant in sunlight.

Put the seed
in soil.

Extra Questions & Activities
•

Ask the class why people plant seeds. Make a list on the
board of pupils’ answers (e.g. to grow flowers for
gardens, to grow vegetables to eat).

•

As a class, plant some seeds to test whether the
information in the text is correct. Put the seeds in a
variety of places, such as on a windowsill, in a dark
cupboard and in a fridge. What differences do the class
notice in how the seeds grow in each place?

•

Ask the class to think of some uses for plants. Give each
child a picture of an everyday object (e.g. a piece of
paper, a cotton t-shirt, a metal drinks can). Ask them to
identify whether or not their item comes from a plant.
Discuss their answers as a class — are they correct?
Which plants do their objects come from?

Don’t let it get too hot or too cold!

Put a circle around the correct answer.
1

Plants grow in...

soil

2

Place the plant somewhere...

sugar

salt

dark

sunny

cold

Write ‘true’ or ‘false’ for each sentence.
3

false
A plant grows into a seed. .......................................

4

true
Seeds need water to grow. .......................................

5

false
A seed grows best if it is very hot. .......................................
Did you answer all the questions?

Year 2 — Targeted Comprehension

Key Stage 1 Comprehension — Year 2

© Not to be photocopied

23

Making lemonade / The Owl and the Pussy-cat
3

Making lemonade

Making lemonade — Page 3
Encourage pupils who are struggling with question
3 to number the steps in the recipe and then
match the steps to the sentences in the question.

Lemonade Recipe
You will need: 3 lemons, 100g sugar and 1 litre of water.
How to make:
• Squeeze the lemons so the juice goes into a large jug.
• Add the sugar to the lemon juice.
• Pour the water into the jug and
stir until everything is mixed together.

Extra Questions & Activities

• Add some ice cubes and enjoy your lemonade!

1

•

As a class, think of words that might describe the taste
of the lemonade and write them on the board (e.g.
sweet, bitter, delicious). Ask pupils to create a poster
advertising the lemonade. They should include a
sentence describing how it tastes.

•

Ask pupils about what they like to eat or drink on hot
days. Ask them to write some sentences explaining
why their chosen items help them to cool down.

•

Tell pupils that you want to make five jugs of the
lemonade. As a class, work out how much of each
ingredient you will need.

•

Use the recipe to make lemonade. Pupils could market
their lemonade using the posters from the first activity.

What is a “recipe”?
E.g. A list of instructions for making food or drink.
..........................................................................................

2

How many lemons do you need for this recipe?
You need three lemons.
..........................................................................................

3

Write the number 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 next to each sentence to
show the right order. The first one has been done for you.

2 Add the sugar.

5 Add some ice.

4 Mix it together.

1

3 Add the water.

Squeeze the lemons into a jug.

Did you answer all the questions?
© Not to be photocopied
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4

The Owl and the Pussy-cat

Pupils may also have given “five pound note”
or “guitar” as answers to question 1.

The Owl and the Pussy-cat went to sea
In a beautiful pea green boat,
They took some honey, and plenty of money,
Wrapped up in a five pound note.
The Owl looked up to the stars above,

Extra Questions & Activities

And sang to a small guitar,
‘O lovely Pussy! O Pussy my love,
What a beautiful Pussy you are,
You are,

•

Ask pupils if they enjoyed the poem. Get them to
write some sentences explaining what they liked or
didn’t like about it.

•

Ask pupils to think about what might happen next. Ask
them to discuss their ideas with a partner and then write
some sentences describing what they think is going to
happen. Finish by reading the rest of the poem to the class.

•

Discuss pupils’ answers to question 3. Can they think
of any other ways to describe colours? Make a list of
examples on the board (e.g. sky blue, rose red,
sunflower yellow).

•

The Owl and the Pussy-cat take money, a guitar and
honey with them on their trip. Ask pupils to write a
list of five things they would take with them if they were
going on a long journey. Discuss with them why they
chose each item.

You are!
What a beautiful Pussy you are!’
by Edward Lear

1

Name two things the owl and the cat took with them.
honey
money
and ..........................................
..........................................

2

Which word in the poem rhymes with “above”?
love
..........................................................................................

3

The boat was “pea green”. Why is this a good way to
describe a colour?
E.g. Because it helps me to imagine what the colour
..........................................................................................
looks like. It tells me it’s the same colour as peas.
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?
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Seasons / Get well soon
5

Seasons

Spring

Begin the activity by asking pupils if they know the
names of the four seasons. Can they put them in order?

Summer

The weather starts to get warmer
and flowers start to bloom.
Lambs are born in the fields.

It is hotter. The trees have full
green leaves. The days are longer
and there are more insects.

Winter

Autumn
It starts to get colder. The leaves
change colour and start to fall
from the trees.

1

It is cold and sometimes it snows.
Some animals sleep until spring.
This is called hibernation.

Extra Questions & Activities
•

Ask pupils about which season it currently is. How do
they know? Which season will come next? Ask pupils
to write another sentence about each season.

•

Ask pupils to write a list of three items of clothing that
they might wear in each season. Discuss their answers.

•

Ask pupils to share their answers to question 3. As a
class, discuss what pupils enjoy or don’t enjoy about each
season. Ask pupils to create a collage of their favourite
season. They could collect materials outside to use in
their collage, or bring items and pictures from home.

•

Hand out brightly coloured paper to pupils. Ask them
to draw around their hands and cut them out.
Encourage pupils to write sentences about spring on
their handprints. Arrange the handprints in circles to
make flowers, and add a stem and some leaves to each
one. Display the flowers around the classroom.

In which season do trees start to lose their leaves?
They start to lose their leaves in autumn.
..........................................................................................

2

Seasons — Page 5

What does the word “hibernation” mean?
E.g. It means to sleep through the winter.
..........................................................................................

3

Which is your favourite season? Why?
E.g. Autumn, because I like kicking the leaves when
..........................................................................................
they fall off the trees.
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?
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6

Get well soon

Begin by asking pupils if they have ever
written or received a get well soon card.
When do people send get well soon cards?

Dear Steph,
Mum told me you broke your arm. She said you were bouncing on
your bed and then you fell off. I hope it doesn’t hurt too much. I
broke my arm last year when I fell out of a tree. I got a green cast.
What colour is yours? I miss you at school — it is boring sitting at a
desk on my own. I hope you get well soon.
From Hannah

1

•

Discuss Hannah’s letter with the class. Why is it
important to be kind to someone when they have hurt
themselves? What else could Hannah do to make
Steph feel better?

•

Ask pupils to write a response to Hannah from Steph.
Encourage them to think about the language and layout
features used in letters. Pupils could include an answer
to Hannah’s question about the cast, and information
about when Steph will be back at school.

•

Ask pupils if they have ever hurt themselves. What
happened? How did they feel? Write a list of the
feelings pupils suggest on the board. Ask a volunteer
to come to the front of the class and mime one of the
feelings. Encourage the rest of the class to guess which
feeling is being mimed.

Who told Hannah about Steph’s arm? Circle your answer.
Hannah’s mum

2

Extra Questions & Activities

Steph’s mum

Steph

How did Steph break her arm?
She was bouncing on her bed and she fell off.
..........................................................................................

3

What colour was Hannah’s cast?
It was green.
..........................................................................................

4

Why does Hannah want Steph to come back to school?
Because it is boring sitting at a desk on her own.
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?
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A trip to the shop / No teacher
7

A trip to the shop

A trip to the shop — Page 7
If pupils are struggling with question 3, ask them how they
know when they are hungry. What happens to them?

Dad and Freddy went to the shop.
Freddy enjoys going to the shop because
he gets to ride in the trolley.

1

They bought some bread, some milk,
some cheese and a box of cereal.

Extra Questions & Activities

Freddy’s stomach rumbled and he said he
was going to make a sandwich for lunch.

•

Ask pupils to draw a picture of their favourite sandwich.
Ask them to write a shopping list of everything they
would need to make it.

•

As a class, create a set of instructions for making a
cheese sandwich. Encourage pupils to think about how
to make the instructions clear so that it would be easy
for someone else to follow them. Pupils could make
sandwiches by following each other’s instructions.

•

Write some bullet points on the board about a trip to the
shops, mixing up the sentences so that they are in the
wrong order. Ask pupils to copy down the bullet points,
re-ordering them so that they make sense. Pupils could
draw a picture to represent each bullet point.

Who did Freddy go to the shop with?
He went with his dad.
..........................................................................................

2

Why does Freddy like going to the shop?
Because he gets to ride in the trolley.
..........................................................................................

3

How can you tell that Freddy was hungry?
Because his stomach rumbled and he said he was
..........................................................................................
going to make a sandwich for lunch.
..........................................................................................

4

What kind of sandwich do you think Freddy will make?
Think about what Dad and Freddy bought from the shop.
I think he will make a cheese sandwich.
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?
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8

No teacher

Begin by asking pupils about their school routine.
Do they know what time school starts and ends?

Today, our teacher was off ill and nobody came to teach us.
Normally, we have maths on Monday mornings, but instead
we played in the home corner. After break time, we
usually have science, but today we painted pictures
instead. Every day, we have one hour for lunch, but

Extra Questions & Activities

today nobody told us to go back to our lessons. We
played outside until home time — it was fantastic!

1

•

Ask pupils to imagine that a substitute teacher arrives
while the children in the text are painting. What might
happen next? How might it change the text? Would the
teacher be angry that they have been painting instead of
learning science? Or would the teacher join in the fun?

•

Discuss pupils’ answers to question 3. Can pupils think
of any other adjectives that have a similar meaning?
Create a list of their suggestions on the board. Ask
them to choose one of the words and write a sentence
about their favourite subject — e.g. Drama is amazing
because I like the games that we play.

•

Use the previous activity as a starting point for pupils
to create a timetable for their ideal day at school. It
may be useful to hand out templates for pupils to fill in.
Discuss pupils’ timetables as a class — does everybody
enjoy the same subjects? Which are the most popular?

Why didn’t the children have a teacher today?
Because their teacher was ill.
..........................................................................................

2

What do the children usually study on Monday mornings?
maths
science
and ............................................
............................................

3

What does the word “fantastic” mean?
E.g. It means really good.
..........................................................................................

4

Why do you think the children didn’t tell anyone
that their teacher hadn’t come?
E.g. Because they wanted to do fun things like playing
..........................................................................................
and painting instead of their usual lessons.
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?
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The Enchanted Wood / Amy Johnson
9

The Enchanted Wood — Page 9

The Enchanted Wood

Before reading the extract, ensure that pupils
understand the purpose of speech marks and can
recognise when someone is speaking within a text.

“We’ve been exploring everywhere, Father!”
said Beth, pouring him out a big cup of tea.
“We’ve found a lovely wood,” said Joe. “The trees
really seem to be talking to one another, Father.”
“That must be the wood I’ve heard about this
afternoon,” said Father. “It has a strange name, children.”

Extra Questions & Activities

“What is it called?” asked Joe.
“It’s called the Enchanted Wood,” said their father. “People don’t go
there if they can help it. It’s funny to hear things like this nowadays,
and I don’t expect there is really anything strange about the wood.
But just be careful not to go too far into it, in case you get lost.”

•

Ask pupils if they would like to read the rest of the
story. Why or why not? Ask them to write some
sentences explaining their answer.

•

Ask pupils to discuss the kinds of things that might live
in the Enchanted Wood. What would the creatures
look like? How might they behave? Ask them to think
of some descriptive words and write them on the
board. Get pupils to write some sentences describing
one creature that might live in the wood using some of
the vocabulary from the board.

•

Ask pupils to plan a story set in the Enchanted Wood.
Encourage them to use bullet points to briefly plan the
beginning, middle and end of their stories. Then ask
pupils to swap and discuss their ideas with a partner.

•

Ask pupils to draw a picture of the Enchanted Wood.

An extract from The Enchanted Wood by Enid Blyton.

1

What does “enchanted” mean? Circle your answer.
exciting

2

forbidden

scary

magical

What did the children find strange about the wood?
The trees seem to be talking to one another.
..........................................................................................

3

Would you like to visit the Enchanted Wood? Why?
E.g. No, because the children’s father says that people
..........................................................................................
don’t like going in there.
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?
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10

Amy Johnson

When marking answers to question 2, don’t accept
answers that just refer to moths being flying animals.

Amy Johnson was born in Hull in 1903.
She began to take flying lessons when
she was 25, and went on to become the
first woman ever to fly alone from Britain
to Australia. Amy flew to Australia in
a Gipsy Moth plane, which she named
Jason. During the Second World War, Amy helped the Royal
Air Force by flying planes around the country. In 2016, giant

Extra Questions & Activities
•

Ask pupils why there are so many words in the extract
that start with a capital letter. Remind them of the
difference between common and proper nouns. Ask
pupils to copy down all the examples of proper nouns
from the passage.

•

Ask pupils to write down five questions they would like
to ask Amy about her life and achievements.

•

Show pupils some photos of the moth sculptures
mentioned in the text. Ask pupils to create their own
designs inspired by what they have learnt about Amy.

•

Ask pupils to create a biographical fact sheet about
themselves. They should include their birthday, how old
they are and where they were born. Pupils could also
write a sentence about what they would like to be when
they are older and draw a picture of themselves.

sculptures of brightly coloured moths were hung on the walls
of buildings around Hull to celebrate Amy’s life.
1

How old was Amy when she started learning to fly?
She was twenty five.
..........................................................................................

2

Why were moths chosen to celebrate Amy’s life?
Because the plane she flew to Australia in was called
..........................................................................................
a Gipsy Moth.
..........................................................................................

3

Is this text fiction or non-fiction? How can you tell?
It is non-fiction because it gives facts about a real
..........................................................................................
person’s life.
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?
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Tim’s Diary / Plum
11

Tim’s Diary

Tim’s Diary — Page 11
Before starting the activity, ask the class if anyone keeps
a diary. Why do they think some people write diaries?

Dear Diary,
Today, the weather was stormy so we couldn’t go outside to play. We
thought that the sun might come out this afternoon but it carried on raining.
I really wanted to have a picnic in the garden but it was too wet, so Dad
built a den in the kitchen to cheer me up. He used lots of blankets and
pillows and it was very cosy. We ate a picnic inside the den. It was so
yummy — we had jam sandwiches and crisps.
After that, we played a board game, and then we

Extra Questions & Activities
•

As a class, discuss the features which show that this
extract is a diary entry (e.g. “Dear Diary”, written in first
person). Can they think of any other features used in
diaries that are not present in the extract (e.g. the date)?

•

Ask pupils to write their own short diary entry about
something they did at the weekend. Encourage them to
include some of the diary features you have discussed.

•

Ask pupils to make a list of other fun activities they could
do on a rainy day. Ask them to discuss their work with a
partner — are their ideas similar or different? What is
their favourite thing to do when it is raining?

•

Discuss pupils’ answers to question 1, and talk about
how pupils react when they feel disappointed. Explore
good and bad ways to react to a disappointing situation
(e.g. trying to find a solution to the problem compared
to being grumpy and shouting).

played in the den again until it was bath time.
Now I am tired. I will write to you again tomorrow.

How do you think Tim felt when he couldn’t have a picnic
outside? Tick two options.

1

happy

 sad

 disappointed

excited

Copy a word from the text that means the same as “tasty”.

2

yummy
..........................................................................................
What do you think Tim did after writing in his diary?
How can you tell?

3

E.g. I think he went to bed because Tim writes that he
..........................................................................................
is tired.
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?
© Not to be photocopied
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12

Plum
Don’t be so glum,
plum.

beneath your juicy flesh
and flimsy skin,

Don’t feel beaten.

you bear a mystery,
you hold the key,

You were made
to be eaten.

you have the making of
a whole new tree.

But don’t you know
that deep within,
1

Extra Questions & Activities
•

Discuss pupils’ answers to question 1. Ask them about
the meaning of the prefix ‘un’. Can they think of any
other words that have a similar meaning to “unhappy”?
Ask pupils to think about why it is important to use a
variety of adjectives in their writing.

•

Ask pupils to identify the words that rhyme in the
poem by underlining them in different colours. Can
they think of any more words that rhyme with the
examples from the poem? Make a list on the board.

•

Ask pupils to share their answers to question 4 with the
class. Encourage them to think about speaking clearly
and listening respectfully when others are speaking.

•

Divide pupils into small groups and assign each group a
food. Ask them to write a short poem about it. Pupils
could draw their food and write their poem inside it.

What does the word “glum” mean? Circle your answer.
excited

2

Tony Mitton

Before reading the poem, ask pupils to look at the picture
of the plums on the page. Ensure they understand that
the pit or stone is a seed that can grow into a plum tree.

unhappy

silly

tasty

Which word in the poem rhymes with “eaten”?
beaten
..........................................................................................

3

What is the mystery that the plum has inside it?
The seed for a new tree.
..........................................................................................

4

Copy down your favourite line. Explain why you like it.
E.g. “beneath your juicy flesh” because it makes me
..........................................................................................
think about eating a ripe plum.
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?
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Making a bird feeder / The Tear Thief
13

Making a bird feeder — Page 13

Making a bird feeder

Before reading the text, make sure that pupils know that
a bagel is a type of bread roll with a hole in the middle.

How to make a bird feeder
1. Take a bagel and spread a layer of unsalted peanut
butter over it. Make sure that it is quite thick.
2. Pour some birdseed onto a plate. Press the bagel
into the birdseed until it is completely covered.

Extra Questions & Activities

3. Thread a piece of string through the hole in the bagel.
4. Tie the string to the branch of a tree in the garden.
Make sure it is tied tightly so it doesn’t fall down.

1

Write down two things needed to make this bird feeder.
peanut butter
E.g. a bagel
and ............................................
............................................

2

•

Ask pupils whether they found the instructions easy to
follow. Would they change or add anything (e.g. a list
of equipment, photos of different stages)? Pupils could
follow the instructions to make their own bird feeder.

•

Ask pupils to imagine that they have seen a beautiful
bird using a feeder in the playground. Ask them to
write some bullet points describing the bird. They
could draw a picture and label the bird’s features.

•

As a class, discuss the things that birds eat and make a
list on the board (e.g. worms, bread crumbs, seeds).
Split pupils into groups and ask them to create a dish
for birds using some of the items from the board.
Encourage them to think of an inventive name for their
dish and draw a picture of it.

Because birds like it.

Why is it important to tie the string tightly to the tree?
So that the bird feeder doesn’t fall down.
..........................................................................................

4

Discuss with the class why birds might use feeders more
often in the winter. Why is it important to feed birds?

Why must the layer of peanut butter be thick? Tick one.
 So the seeds will stick to it.

3

•

Would you like to make this bird feeder for your garden?
Why or why not?
E.g. Yes, because I think it would be easy to make and
..........................................................................................
I would enjoy watching birds using it.
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?
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14

The Tear Thief

If children struggle with question 4, show them a
handkerchief to help them infer the size of the Tear Thief.

Late one evening, the Tear Thief crept into town. The Tear
Thief was invisible and carried a silvery waterproof sack on her
back. Only if you happened to look into a puddle as she was
passing could you see what the Tear Thief looked like, because
a puddle was the one thing that showed her reflection. The
Tear Thief had short, spiky white hair and big
gray eyes. She wore a handkerchief dress and
silk slippers that made no sound as she walked.

Extra Questions & Activities
•

Encourage pupils who are struggling with question 1 to
think about how a thief might move. Why would it be
important for them to be quiet? Discuss some verbs that
have the opposite meaning to “crept” (e.g. barged, burst,
stumbled). How would using one of these words change
the story? Why would it make it different? Ask pupils to
rewrite the opening sentence using one of the words
from the discussion and then write a new second
sentence to accompany it.

•

Discuss with the class why they think the Tear Thief steals
tears. What does she want them for? Ask pupils to write
a sentence explaining what they think the Tear Thief will
do with the tears once she has stolen them.

•

Ask pupils to draw the Tear Thief using the description
provided in the extract. Ask them to label their drawing.

An extract from The Tear Thief by Carol Ann Duffy.

1

What does the word “crept” mean?
E.g. It means moved quietly.
..........................................................................................

2

Why do you think the Tear Thief’s sack was waterproof?
E.g. So she can put tears in it and they won’t leak out.
..........................................................................................

3

What is the only way to see the Tear Thief?
If you see her reflection in a puddle.
..........................................................................................

4

Is the Tear Thief big or small? How can you tell?
Small, because her dress is made from a handkerchief.
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?
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The United Kingdom / Our Solar System
15

The United Kingdom

The United Kingdom — Page 15
Before reading the text, ask pupils what they know about
the UK — do they know which countries it includes? Ask
pupils to look up the word “population” in a dictionary.

UK stands for United Kingdom. There are four countries in
the UK — Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales and England.
The UK’s flag is called the Union Jack.
The capital of Northern Ireland is Belfast. The Irish Sea
separates Northern Ireland from the rest of the UK.
Scotland’s capital is Edinburgh. Scotland includes over
seven hundred islands. Most of the islands don’t have
any people living on them.

Extra Questions & Activities

Cardiff is the capital of Wales. Leeks and daffodils are symbols of Wales.
People wear them on their clothes on St David’s day.
England’s capital city is London. England is the largest country in the UK
and has the biggest population.

1

•

Discuss pupils’ answers to question 3. Can they think
of any symbols that are used to represent other
countries in the UK (e.g. rose for England, thistle for
Scotland, shamrock for Northern Ireland). Ask pupils
to think of something that is considered typical of each
country in the UK (e.g. fish and chips, haggis, soda
bread, bara brith). Write a list of examples on the
board. Ask pupils to use these examples as a starting
point for creating a leaflet about the UK.

•

Give pupils a map of the UK and ask them to find the
places that are mentioned in the extract. Suggest
some other well-known places and landmarks and ask
them to find these too (e.g. the River Thames, the
English Channel). You could also ask them to find the
region or town where they live.

Why can’t you walk from Northern Ireland to England?
Because the Irish Sea is in the way.
..........................................................................................

2

Which UK country includes over seven hundred islands?
Scotland
..........................................................................................

3

Write the names of two plants that are symbols of Wales.
leeks
daffodils
and ............................................
............................................

4

Which country in the UK has the most people living there?
England
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?
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1

Write the number 1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 next to each planet to
put them in the correct order from the Sun.
5 Neptune

4 Uranus
3 Jupiter

2

Before starting the activity, explore pupils’ knowledge
of the planets. Do they know any of their names?

2 Earth
1 Venus

Is Venus hotter or colder than Mars?
Venus is hotter than Mars.
..........................................................................................

3

Our Solar System — Pages 16-17

Extra Questions & Activities
•

Discuss pupils’ answers to question 4. Ask pupils to think
of ways to describe the other planets using the
information from the text. Encourage them to be as
creative as possible (e.g. Jupiter shouldn’t be the Big
Planet, it could be the Enormous or Vast Planet).

•

Ask pupils why they think Earth is the only planet that
humans live on. As a class, discuss the things humans
need in order to survive (e.g. water, food, air to breathe,
a suitable temperature). Explain that Earth is the only
planet in the solar system that provides for all these
needs. Ask pupils what they might need to survive on
Mars (e.g. tanks of oxygen, heated spacesuits).

•

Ask pupils to imagine what it would be like to visit
another planet. Get them to write a description of the
experience. They could include the journey, their first
impressions and what they found when they explored.

Which planet do we live on?
We live on Earth.
..........................................................................................

4

The Red Planet is another name for which planet?
It is another name for Mars.
..........................................................................................

5

Why is “giant” a good word to describe Jupiter?
Because it is the biggest planet.
..........................................................................................

6

What are Saturn’s rings made of?
They are made of little pieces of ice and rock.
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?

© Not to be photocopied

Year 2 — Targeted Comprehension

Key Stage 1 Comprehension — Year 2

30

On the farm / Sports
19

1

Put a tick in each row to show which child is wearing

On the farm — Pages 18-19

which item of clothing.
Andy

Josh

Susan

red boots
blue overalls




orange hat



purple overalls
2

If pupils are struggling, discuss the text with them and
ask them to identify each character in the picture.

Rachel

Extra Questions & Activities



What is Andy going to do next?

•

Pupils could use the information in the text to colour in
the picture in the Question Book.

•

Ask pupils to circle the animals in the picture and then
write the names of the animals on the board. Do
pupils know why each animal is useful (e.g. we get wool
from sheep, eggs from hens and milk from cows)?

•

Give each pupil a picture of an item of food (e.g.
omelette, cheese, flour). Ask them to think about
what it’s made from. Write categories such as eggs,
milk and plants on the board, and ask pupils to put
their food under the correct category.

•

Ask pupils to write a short text in a similar style to the
extract, describing themselves and some friends in the
playground. They could then swap their text with a
partner and try to draw what their partner has written.

He
is going to dig up the cabbages.
..........................................................................................
3

Why do you think Josh is putting the strawberries
into the bowl carefully?
So
he doesn’t squash them.
..........................................................................................

4

What is Susan doing?
She
is feeding the animals.
..........................................................................................

5

Why are Susan and Andy wearing overalls?
So
that their clothes don’t get dirty.
..........................................................................................

6

Why has Rachel brought a basket?
So
that she can collect eggs from the hens.
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?

© Not to be photocopied

Year 2 — Targeted Comprehension

21

1

Why is it important to do exercise?

Sports — Pages 20-21

So
that you stay healthy.
..........................................................................................
2

Before reading the text, ask pupils if they know
why it is important to do exercise. What can
happen to you if you don’t exercise enough?

In football, how many people on each team are allowed
to pick up the ball?
One
person on each team is allowed to pick up the ball.
..........................................................................................

3

Table tennis uses a shuttlecock. Is this true or false?
False
..........................................................................................

4

Extra Questions & Activities
•

Discuss pupils’ answers to question 7. Write a list on
the board of the different sports they play. Ask pupils
to pick one of the sports and write some sentences
about it in a similar style to the text. They should
include how many people the sport is played with,
what equipment is required, and any important rules
that participants need to know.

•

Ask pupils to create a poster advertising an
after-school club for their chosen sport from the
previous activity. Encourage them to think about what
might persuade children to go to the club.

•

In the classroom or playground, create a ‘station’ for each
sport from the text. Read out statements about the
sports and ask pupils to go to the corresponding station.
Ask pupils who go to the wrong station to sit down.

Judo is a martial art. Explain what this means.
It
is a sport that involves self-defence.
..........................................................................................

5

Which sport is played by the largest team?
Football
is played by the largest team.
..........................................................................................

6

Which do you think would be the hardest sport? Why?
E.g.
Judo, because you have to be very strong.
..........................................................................................

7

Do you like to play sports? Which one is your favourite?
E.g.
Yes. My favourite sport is rugby.
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?
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Habitats / Flat Stanley
23

1

Why do you think it is difficult for animals to live in

Habitats — Pages 22-23

desert habitats?

If pupils are struggling with question 1, encourage them
to think about the things animals need to survive. How
do they know there isn’t much water in the desert?

Because it is very dry and there aren’t many plants.
..........................................................................................
2

What is the biggest tropical rainforest in the world?
The Amazon is the biggest tropical rainforest.
..........................................................................................

3

Give one difference between a desert and a rainforest.
A desert doesn’t get a lot of rain but a rainforest does.
..........................................................................................

4

Extra Questions & Activities
•

Ask pupils if this text is fiction or non-fiction. Make a
list of non-fiction features and ask pupils to label the
ones that are present in the text.

•

As a class, discuss another habitat that is not mentioned
in the extract (e.g. woodland). Write facts about the
habitat on the board. Ask pupils to write a paragraph
about this habitat in a similar style to the extract.

•

Discuss pupils’ answers to question 7 and write their
suggestions on the board. Why did pupils pick each
animal — have they seen them near their homes?

•

Show pupils pictures of the habitats mentioned in the
extract. Ask them to identify the key features of each
habitat and discuss the types of animals that might live
there. Ask pupils to design an imaginary animal with
features suitable for it to live in a pond.

What is an ocean?
It is a large area of salt water.
..........................................................................................

5

Name two animals that live in an ocean habitat.
E.g. dolphins
turtles
and ............................................
............................................

6

What type of habitat is the city of London?
It is an urban habitat.
..........................................................................................

7

Can you think of another wild animal that has learnt to
live in an urban habitat?
E.g. Foxes
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?
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25

1

At what time of day is the text set? How do you know?

Flat Stanley — Pages 24-25

E.g. The morning because they’re about to eat breakfast.
..........................................................................................
2

Flat Stanley is an American book and so contains
American spellings, such as “favor”. You may want to
point these out to children so they don’t get confused.

Is Stanley older or younger than Arthur?
He is older than Arthur.
..........................................................................................

3

4

Why do you think the author uses exclamation marks
when Arthur says “Hey! Come and look! Hey!”?
E.g. To show that Arthur is shouting.
..........................................................................................

Extra Questions & Activities
•

Ask pupils to identify whether this is a fiction or
non-fiction text. How do they know?

•

Discuss pupils’ answers to question 3. How do the
exclamation marks affect the way you read the text?
Write some sentences on the board and ask pupils to
decide whether they need an exclamation mark, a
question mark or a full stop.

•

Divide the class into groups of four and ask them to act
out the scene. Encourage them to think carefully
about how the characters might be feeling and how
they could express these emotions.

•

Ask pupils to imagine that they are Stanley. Ask them
to write a diary entry about waking up under the
bulletin board. They should include what they could
see and what they thought was happening.

Why does Mr. Lambchop tell Arthur “Hay is for horses”?
E.g. Because he thinks it was impolite for Arthur to shout
..........................................................................................
“Hey”. The words “hay” and “hey” sound the same.
..........................................................................................

5

What woke Stanley up?
Arthur’s shouting woke him up.
..........................................................................................

6

Copy a word from the text that shows Stanley isn’t worried
about being under the board.
cheerfully
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?
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Animals / Slippers at school?
27

1

Which group of animals only eats plants?

Animals — Pages 26-27

Herbivores only eat plants.
..........................................................................................
2

It may be useful to recap what pupils know about
animal classification before they read this text.

Why do frogs have strong legs?
So that they can jump.
..........................................................................................

3

Extra Questions & Activities

How can you tell that snakes are carnivores?
Because they eat mice.
..........................................................................................

4

Why do bats need to have very good hearing?
So that they can find insects to eat in the dark.
..........................................................................................

5

Can all birds fly? Explain how you know this from the text.

•

Discuss the meaning of the words “nocturnal” and
“diurnal” with the class. Ask pupils to split a page into
two columns. They should write “active at night” at the
top of one column and “active during the day” at the top
of the other. Ask them to think of three animals for
each column.

•

Ask pupils to think of an animal that they are familiar
with. Get them to write a paragraph about it in a
similar style to the text. They could also draw a picture
of their animal.

•

Write the categories ‘mammal’, ‘reptile’, ‘bird’,
‘amphibian’ and ‘fish’ on the board. As a class, discuss
the qualities that animals in each category have. Hand
out pictures of different animals to pupils, and ask them
to identify which category they belong to.

No. The text says ostriches are birds but they can’t fly.
..........................................................................................
6

What does the word “unique” mean?
It means something that’s not the same as anything else.
..........................................................................................

7

Give one example of a mammal from the text.
What makes an animal a mammal?
E.g. Zebra. An animal is a mammal if it makes milk
..........................................................................................
for its babies.
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?
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1

Why do the teachers want the children to wear slippers?
Tick one.

Slippers at school? — Pages 28-29
Before reading the extract, explain to the class that the
extract is from a newspaper article. Ask them to look
at the extract and discuss the purpose of the headline.

Because the children move more quietly in slippers.

 Because research showed that it could improve their grades.
Because the children kept getting cold feet in the classroom.
2

The teachers “pitched the idea” to the pupils.
What do you think this means?
E.g.
It means they asked pupils if they liked the idea.
..........................................................................................

3

Extra Questions & Activities
•

Discuss pupils’ answers to question 6. How many pupils
would like to wear slippers and how many would not? Is
the class split evenly or is one view more popular? Ask
pupils to explain their arguments and present a case for
or against slippers being worn at their school.

•

Split the class into small groups and ask pupils to plan a
presentation to “pitch the idea” of wearing slippers in
school to the head teacher. Encourage pupils to think
about which arguments are most likely to persuade the
head teacher to support the idea.

•

Ask pupils to draw and label the perfect pair of slippers
to wear at school. They should include sentences to
explain each feature (e.g. fluffy insides to keep my feet
warm, grips on the soles so I don’t slip).

Copy the sentence that describes what has changed at the
school since slippers were allowed.
There is less stomping around and children are calmer
..........................................................................................
and more relaxed.
..........................................................................................

4

How do the children in the article feel about wearing
slippers to school?
They really like it.
..........................................................................................

5

Would you like to wear slippers at school? Why or why not?
E.g. Yes, because slippers are comfortable and it would
..........................................................................................
make me feel more relaxed at school.
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?
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The Self ish Giant / The Monkeys and the Crocodile
31

1

Find and copy two adjectives which describe the grass in
the Giant’s garden.

The Selfish Giant — Pages 30-31
Before reading the text, it may be helpful to
check pupils’ understanding of the word “selfish”.

soft
green
and ............................................
............................................
2

What do you think “furiously” means?
E.g.
very angrily
..........................................................................................

3

Write down a word to describe how the children felt
when they left the garden. Explain your answer.
E.g.
Sad, because they weren’t allowed to play in the
..........................................................................................

Extra Questions & Activities
•

Ask pupils to think about how the Giant reacted when
he found the children in his garden. How could the
Giant have reacted differently? How might it change
the rest of the story if the Giant didn’t get angry with
the children?

•

As a class, make a list of the words pupils suggested in
their answers to question 3. Then, ask pupils to think
of words to describe how the children felt when they
were playing in the garden. Discuss the differences
between the two lists. Encourage pupils to think about
how their actions can make other people feel.

•

Ask pupils to design a garden that they would enjoy
playing in. Would it have lots of trees or flowers?
What play equipment would it have? Ask pupils to
draw a labelled diagram of their garden. Encourage
them to explain why they have included each feature.

garden
and they didn’t have anywhere else to play.
..........................................................................................
4

Why is the Giant described as “selfish”?
E.g.
Because he wants to keep the garden all to himself.
..........................................................................................

5

What does this story teach us about being selfish?
E.g.
If you share something then you can enjoy it more
..........................................................................................
than
if you are selfish and keep it to yourself.
..........................................................................................

6

Did you like this story? Why or why not?
E.g.
Yes, because I like the ending when the children go
..........................................................................................
back
into the garden and spring comes.
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?
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1

The Monkeys and the Crocodile — Pages 32-33

Which word in this poem rhymes with “right”?
bite
..........................................................................................

2

Ask pupils what they think “merry” and “dreary”
mean. They can check their answers in a dictionary.

The monkeys tell the crocodile to “Come and take a bite!”
Do you think they mean it? Explain your answer.
E.g. No, because they are teasing the crocodile. They
..........................................................................................

3

don’t really want to get bitten by the crocodile.
..........................................................................................

Extra Questions & Activities

Find a word from the text that means the same as “crying”.

•

Ask pupils to identify rhyming words within the poem,
and look at the rhyming pairs “right” and “bite”, and
“air” and “care”. What do pupils notice about the
spelling of the rhyming words? Ask them to think of
other words that are spelt differently but also rhyme.

•

As a class, look at the poem’s rhyming pattern. What
is the poem’s rhyme scheme?

•

Discuss with pupils how the crocodile feels during the
poem. Is he upset by the monkeys teasing him? Or is
he just waiting for his opportunity to strike? Write a
short story describing the crocodile’s version of events.

•

Explain to pupils that this poem has a moral — do they
know what the moral is? Can they think of any other
stories or poems that have a moral?

weeping
..........................................................................................
4

What happens to the monkeys’ brother?
He gets eaten by the crocodile.
..........................................................................................

5

How do the monkeys’ feelings change in the poem?
E.g.
At the start of the poem the monkeys are happy
..........................................................................................
and
excited. At the end they are sad.
..........................................................................................

6

Do you think the monkeys got what they deserved?
Why or why not?
E.g.
No, because no one deserves to be eaten by a
..........................................................................................
crocodile.
..........................................................................................
Did you answer all the questions?
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